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This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper 
articles, pictures, etc. of the St. Matthews Fire Protection District.  They have been 
collected and arranged in chronological order.  These items were collected, 
organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring. Last revised in 
2023. 
 
There were many people who helped with this project over the years, however 3 
deserver special mention.  Rick Albers, John M. Monohan, Jr. and Jack Monohan. 
 
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the 
reader should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  
This also applies to other items such as documents, letters, etc.  Credit to the source 
of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that 
many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this 
information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them 
would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-Journal, The 
Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the 
information for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission 
from the source.   



1995 
 

January 5, 1995:  The Voice-Tribune, by Anne Scholtzheim:  Fire District consider using computer 
network for purchases.   

January 5, 1995, The Courier-Journal 



1995 
January 12, 1995, Trustee meeting: 

 

January 27, 1995, Special meeting for bid 
opening 



1995 
 
January 27, 1995, Special meeting for bid opening 



1995 
 

January 27, 1995, Special meeting for bib opening 



1995 

February 9, 1995, Trustee meeting: 



1995 

February 9, 1995, Trustee meeting: 



1995 
 

February 22, 1995:  The Voice-Tribune, by Kristen Ochs:  St. Mathews fire district puts off 
decision on a new pumper.   



1995 

March 9, 1995, Trustee meeting: 



1995 
 
April 13, 1995, Trustee meeting: 



1995 
April 17, 1995, The Courier-Journal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 19, 1995, The Voice-Tribune, by Kristen Ochs:  
Fire district gets bids for exhaust system.  



1995 
 
April 26, 1995,  The Voice-Tribune, by Kristen Ochs, St. Matthews police, fire department join 
forces in Block Watch.  The St. Matthews Police department and the St. Matthews Fire Department have joined forces 
in the neighborhood Block Watch program. 
 
The program, involving groups of residents in specific locations working together to secure public safety, originally had help 
from the police department only. 
 
Block Watch was formed for neighbors to look out for other neighbors, not only for safety things but for personal issues like 
to help look after someone else’s dog,” St. Matthews police officer Kathy Eigelbach said. 
 
“We decided that it was probably important to add the fire department to this be cause there was a lot of information that the 
fire department can give.” 
 
Sgt. Don Ryan of the St. Matthews Fire department said the fire department is excited about this new joint effort.  “This is the 
firs time that we have been invited to participate with the police (on Block Watch),” he said. 
 
The program also gives neighbors a chance to get to know each other better.  Eigelbach said when the department helps start a 
new Block Watch program in a neighborhood, it develops a map of the house, with names, phone numbers and addresses so a 
resident could easily obtain information to report a crime. 
 
“We give residents) information on how to secure their homes from crime, and we give them information on what the police 
agency can do,” Eigelbach said.  This includes such things as a home security survey.  There is no charge for this, but the 
police will come out to a home and make suggestions about what can be done to help make it more secure.  “We also do a 
house watch while people are out of town,” Eigelbach said. 
 
The fire department also does a voluntary fire safety home survey similar to the police check.  The department has literature 
on escape plans and the importance of practicing fire drills before they become necessary in a real emergency.  “It is geared 
toward residential problems,” Ryan said. 
 
“We have information as far as home fire safety, for instance, smoke detectors and how important it is to change the batteries, 
and the new issue of carbon monoxide and carbon monoxide detectors,” he said. 
 
“Block Watch is under the veil of community-oriented policing,” said officer Dennis McDonald, also of the St. Matthews 
Police Department.  This is why it is important to the police to involve the fire department.  Community-oriented policing “is 
forming a partnership between agencies.” 
 
“We all work together to address public safety needs.  It’s what is going to make (St. Matthews) a better place to live and a 
better place to work,” McDonald said. 
 
McDonald hopes that a community-type forum will be born out of the Block Watch program.  Representatives from the 
police department, fire department and public works department would all meet with members of the community and 
everyone would get a chance to voice their concerns or make suggestions of how the different departments could do a better 
job. 
 
By including the fire department in the Block Watch program, it may reduce confusion about who needs to handle what.  
“What they (residents) may perceive 
as being a law enforcement problem 
may not be a law enforcement 
problem, it may be a fire department 
problem,” McDonald said. 
 
“By us working with the police 
department, it is going to ultimately 
help St. Matthews,” Ryan said.  “It is 
a big step for us to work side by side 
with the police department.  We’re 
(the tow departments) going to 
benefit because we are going to get 
to know each other better and 
understand each others’ needs.” 
 
“Both programs have been important 
to the citizens for a long time,” Fire 
Chief Bill Seng said.  Putting them 
together will benefit people even 
more.  “I think it will definitely 
enhance both programs.”  “We’re 
real fortunate to have chiefs who are 
both progressive and think 
community instead of agency,” 
McDonald said. 
 
 
 
 



1995 
 

May 11, 1995, Trustee meeting:  Ordered new E1-Pumper—2634. 



1995 
 

May 17, 1995,  The Voice-Tribune, Kristen Ochs:  St. Matthews Fire District to order new $257,489 
pumper.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2007 Photo: 



1995 
 

Unknown date and paper, by Leslie Scanlon, believed to be 1995—Some fire squads would bolster 
EMS under plan. 



1995 
 

June 8, 1995, Trustee meeting: 



1995 
 

June 28, 1995,  The Voice-Tribune, After 58 years, volunteer fireman Marty Kamer retires:   



1995 
 

June 28, 1995,  The Voice-Tribune, After 58 years, volunteer fireman Marty Kamer retires:   



1995 
 

July 12, 1995,  Letter: 



1995 
 

July 13, 1995,  Trustee meeting: 



1995 
 

July 13, 1995,  Trustee meeting:  Treasurer Report 



1995 
 

August 10, 1995,  Trustee meeting:   



1995 
 

August 16, 1995,  The Voice-Tribune, King, Clifford sworn in as fire board trustees.  By Kristen 
Ochs:  The trustees of the St. Matthews Fire Protection District were sworn in at the fire board’s meting July 13.  
King is one of the three trustees appointed by Jefferson County Judge-Executive Dave Armstrong.  He was re-
appointed since his term was completed on June 30.  This is King’s first re-appointment to the board after serving out 
the unexpired term of John Baker, who died before his term was up. 
 
The terms of the appointed trustees are for three years and staggered so one seat is filled or replaced each year.  
Elections to the elected seats were held July 24. 
 
There are two elected firefighters and two elected property owners on the board.  These terms are for four years and 
are staggered as well so one seat is up for re-election each year. 
 
Firefighter Hal Clifford was re-elected to his position on the board.  The other firefighter seat will b up for election in 
two years. 
 
Carrier’s gets three removal contract:  The St. 
Matthews Fire Protection District decided at its 
August 10 meeting to remove three dead tress, 
roots and all, at Station 2 at 4400 Brownsboro 
Road. 
 
The station awarded the job to Carrier’s Tree 
Co., which submitted a bid of $875.00.  The 
other bid was $1,800 from ACME Tree Service. 
 
Trustee Marshall Eldred conducted the 
meeting, in the absence of chairman Jim 
Graven. 
 
August 16, 1995:  The Voice-Tribune, St. 
Matthews fire chief completes executive 
Fire Officer Program, by Kristen Ochs.  
The National Fire Academy in Emmitsburg, 
Md., announced Monday that St. Matthews Fire 
Protection District Chief William Seng 
successfully completed the Executive Fire 
Officer Program (EFOP). 
 
The intensive EFOP is designed to provide 
senior fire officers with a broad perspective on 
all facets of fire administration.  NFA acting 
superintendent Coyle said, “This program 
provides fire service officers the expertise they 
need to succeed in today’s challenging 
environment.” 
 
NFA offers a wide array of programs and 
courses for fire service and allied professions.  
Courses are delivered on campus as well as 
through out the nation in coordination with 
state and local fire training officials and local 
colleges and universities. 
 
The NFA is under the U.S. Fire Administration, 
which is part of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. 



1995 
 

August 30, 1995, The Courier-Journal 



1995 
 

September 14, 1995, Trustee meeting: 



1995 
 

September 27, 1995,  The Voice-Tribune, Fire district to spend $5,024 on new gear, by Kristen 
Ochs.   



1995 
October 12, 1995, Trustee meeting: 

 
October 25, 1995,  The Voice-Tribune, by 
Chris Wooton, Fire board gives money 
for rehab bus:   



1995 
October 25, 1995, The Courier-Journal 



1995 
November 1, 1995, The Courier-Journal 



1995 
 

November 9, 1995, Trustee meeting: 



1995 
 

November 22, 1995,  The Voice-Tribune, Mall thanks fire dept. for training exercise, by Chris 
Wooton.   



1995 

December 14, 1995, Trustee meeting: 

December 24, 1995, The Courier-Journal 



1995 
 

December 28, 1995,  The Voice-Tribune, by Chris Wooton, Fire district heaters break down, board 
to spend $1,650 on new parts:  It’s freezing cold at St. Matthews Fire District Station No. 2 at 4400 
Brownsboro Road, with good reason.  Both heat exchange units at the station inconveniently shut 
down at the same time.  The St. Matthews Fire Protection District board of trustees responded to 
the situation by approving the purchase of two new heat exchangers for $1,650 at the district’s 
regular meeting December 14. 
 
The old exchange units were rusted out and caused the heating units to release an unhealthy 
amount of carbon monoxide fumes in the fire station.  St. Matthews Fire Chief Bill Seng pointed 
out that the heating units are only six years old and were guaranteed to last for another nine years.  
However, the warranty on the units expired last year, which justifies the necessary expense. 
 
Trustee member Marshall Eldred brought up the suggestion of a possible manufacture’s defect.  
“If that’s the case, we might get our money back for the new parts,” said Eldred. 
 
The idea of buying two new units for Station 1 was also discussed, but Seng disapproved as he is 
currently exploring the possibility of converting the station from electric to natural gas heating 
units.  “Natural gas would be more efficient,” said Seng, who expects to hear back from Louisville 
Gas & Electric soon.  
 
In other action:  The fire district will send two full-time firefighters to a Staff and Command 
Course in St. Louis in March.  The one-week program is designed to train company officers in 
strategic planning and team building concepts.  Seng said that the program comes highly 
recommended and asked that one major and one captain be sent.  The board approved the $2,000 
expense, which includes tuition and travel expenses. 
 
Subject to treasurer and trustee member David Dick’s approval the board recommended the 
purchase of four overhead bay doors for the front of fire station No. 1.  Dick, who was not present 
at the meeting did have 
the expense figured into 
the annual budget, but 
the board wanted input 
before any action was 
taken. 
 
 



1995 
 

NOTE:  We have no fire run information on 1995. 

Board Of Directors 
 
Hal Clifford 
David C. Dick 
Marshall P. Eldred, Jr. 
Faye Ellerkamp 
Frank A. Flynn 
James King 

1995 
 

Officers 
 

Chief William “Bill” Seng (P) 
Major Mike E. Noland (P), end 
Major Kenneth “Ken” L. Strange (P) 
Captain Sam McCune (P) 
Capt. Stuart Monohan (P) 
Captain Joseph R. “Joe” Wolfe (P)  
Sgt. Ed Brown (P) 
Sgt. Daniel Doyle(P) 
Sgt. Frank Flynn (P) 
Sgt. Larry Heaphy (P) 
Sgt. Don Ryan (P) 

Firefighters 
 
John Albers 
Todd Allen 
A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
Mike J. Beneke 
Steve Beneke 
Matt Board 
Jennemann, Brian 
Charles Clem 
Hal Clifford 
Charlie Davis (P) 
Kim Davis 
Jackie DeHart (P) 
Whit Dimmitt 
Dave Dugan (P) 
Marshall Denny Engnehl 
David E. Francis 
Tony Glass (P) 
Greg Javins 
Brian Jennemann 
Dave Kamer 
Marshall Marty A. Kamer 
Mark Kirchdorfer 
Paul Kurtz  

R. Hunter G. Louis, Jr. 
Jason C. Likens 
Stephen Marchino 
Tom Marshall (P) 
Keith McBride 
Kent Monohan (P) 
Jennifer Nelson (now Rogers) 
Patrick H. “Pat” Noland 
Travis N. Pitchford 
Shelby Pogue 
Kevil Rice 
Michael J. Ross 
George Santamouris 
Eric Seay 
Erik Sorensen  
Justin Tamplin 
Thomas Tsueda 
William Tsueda 
Alan D. Unthank 
Ron D. Unthank 
John Volkerding 
John Walling 
James H. “Jim” Whitlock 
Patrick Williams 
Mike “Fozz” Willinger (P) 
 

 



1996 
January 8, 1996, The Courier-Journal—Another Snow Storm: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1996 
January 8, 1996, The Courier-Journal—Another Snow Storm: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1996 
January 11, 1996, Trustee meeting:   Canceled do to snow: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1996 
February 8, 1996, Trustee meeting:   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1996 
February 14, 1996:  The Voice-Tribune, by Chris Wooton, St. Matthews fire district to spend 
$4,500 to check its $19,000 paint job.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1996 
March 14, 1996, Trustee meeting: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1996 
March 27, 1996,  The Voice-Tribune, by Chris Wooton, $18,000 paint job at station was faulty, 
engineer says:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1996 
April 8, 1996, Trustee meeting:  Trustee Eldred states he will not run for re-election after 12 years. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1996 
May 8, 1996, Derby Day,  The Courier-Journal:  Tanker explosion kills driver – Fire ties up 
Watterson, I-71 ramp:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1996 
May 8, 1996, Derby Day,  The Courier-Journal:  Tanker explosion kills driver – Fire ties up 
Watterson, I-71 ramp:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1996 
May 8, 1996, Derby Day,  courtesy Al Ring from his back deck: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1996 
May 8, 1996, Derby Day,  courtesy Al Ring from his back deck: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1996 
May ??, 1996, The Courier-Journal:  Cause of fiery I-71 crash is elusive 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1996 
May 9, 1996, Trustee meeting: 

 

 



1996 
May 15, 1996, The Voice-Tribune, by Chris Wooton:  St. Matthews Fire Dept. needs volunteers:   

 



1996 
May 15, 1996, The Voice-Tribune, by Chris Wooton:  St. Matthews Fire Dept. needs volunteers:  
Fire trucks pulled up to the side of the old Kentucky Farm Bureau Insurance building on 
Hubbards Lane.  What appeared to be smoke filled the third floor, and threw re reports of at least 
one person trapped inside the structure. 
 
Though this was just one of the St. Matthews Fire Department’s many training exercises, the 
situation was handled like the real thing as volunteer and full-time firefighters worked to bring the 
“fire” under control.   
Though the scenario was well choreographed, it could have been executed a lot better with the 
help of more volunteers. 
 
“Our numbers are down abut 12 volunteers from the dame time last year,” St. Matthews Fire 
Chief Bill Seng said.  “We would like to have about 40 volunteers on hand.  Right now, we only 
have 25.” 
 
Seng and Maj. Stuart Monohan, the volunteer training coordinator, said that most of the shortage 
occurs during the day as many volunteers are either at school or work.  But even those with the 
most awkward work schedules are encouraged to join. 
 
One volunteer is George Santamouris, a 27-year old aircraft mechanic at UPS.  Even though he 
works late hours, Santamouris still finds time to do what he considers as giving back to the 
community. 
 
“I really feel that I have accomplished something,” said Santamouris, a Brooklyn, N.Y., native who 
has lived in St. Matthews since 1990.  “It’s a physical and mental challenge that helps you grow as 
a person.  I’ve made a lot of friends in the time I have been here.” 
 
According to Monohan, each volunteer must complete an eight-to12-month basic training course 
after which volunteers may be trained in more specialized areas such as rescue equipment, first 
aid and hazardous materials. 
 
Santamouris is a certified emergency medical technician (EMT), a newly certified equipment 
engineer, and is currently taking an aircraft rescue class. 
 
“The hardest part for me, which is also one of the most exciting parts, is mentally and physically 
getting up to speed once I respond to an emergency call,” he said. 
 
But Seng said there are other rewards that go along with being a volunteer such as the volunteer 
retention program that awards volunteers pension money after they are 65.  The amount of money 
received depends on how long an individual 
served as a volunteer. 
 
The St. Matthews Fire District encompasses the 
are inside the Watterson Expressway east to 
Mockingbird Valley and Cannons Lane.  
Though at 7.5 square miles it is the smallest fire 
district but has the largest population, 35,000 
which Monohan said is a lot of houses and 
businesses to keep an eye on. 
 
The next St. Matthews District recruiting class 
begins Tuesday, May 21, at 7 p.m.  Training 
classes every Thursday and Saturday from 8 
a.m. to noon.  For more information about how 
to become a volunteer, call Monohan at 893-
7825. 
 
 
 
 
 



1996 
May & June Treasurers Report: 



1996 
June 1, 1996, The Courier-Journal; 



1996 
June 5, 1996,  The Courier-Journal, Neighborhoods:  by Martha Elson:  St. Matthews seeks 
volunteer firefighters; at “lowest ever been”—“Desperate” need for more trainees spurs steeped-
up recruiting effort.  



1996 
 
June 5, 1996,  The Voice-Tribune, by John J. Bochan:  Fire destroys apartment clubhouse.   
 



1996 
 
June 11, 1996, Trustee meeting: 



1996 
 
July 10, 1996, Trustee meeting: 



1996 
 
July 10, 1996, New Trustee: 

Douglas C. Mitchell 
Firefighter 1978 to  1988, Sergeant, Lieutenant, Captain, Trustee 1996 to 2000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Doug was born in Louisville, Kentucky March 15, 1957.  He graduated from 
University of Louisville School of Medicine in 1983.  He is presently married (12/28/1986) to Donna 
(also an MD) and they live in the Longmont, Colorado area where he is and anesthesiologist.  He 
served as a firefighter in the 1970s and then as a trustee. 

 
 
July 17, 1996,  The Voice-
Tribune, by Chris Wooton, 
S7. Matthews fire district to 
spend $138,649 on station’s 
exterior.  (Articl July 17, 1996,  
The Voice-Tribune, by Chris 
Wooton, S7. Matthews fire 
district to spend $138,649 on 
station’s exterior.  (Article badly 
damaged)  
e badly damaged)  

 



1996 
August 8, 1996, Trustee meeting: 

 
 



1996 
August 10, 1996, The Courier-Journal 



1996 
August 28, 1996,  The Voice-Tribune, by Chris Wooton:  St. Matthews Fire District to prioritize 
expenditures. 



1996 
September 12, 1996, Trustee meeting: 



1996 
October 6, 1996, The Courier-Journal 



1996 
October 10, 1996, Trustee meeting: 



1996 
October 23, 1996,  The Voice-Tribune, by Chris Wooton:  Local fire district’s new gas meter 
proves effective:  

 



1996 
October 24, 1996, The Courier-Journal; 



1996 
November 14, 1996, Trustee meeting: 



1996 
 
November 20, 1996, The Voice-Tribune, by Chris Wooton:  St. Matthews fire district refutes TV 
expose:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
November 19, 1996, The Courier-Journal 



1996 
 
December 4, 1996,  The Voice-Tribune, by Chris Wooton:  Fire departments conducting free 
smoke detector checks:  Life seemed so normal at the Westberry home on St. Matthews Avenue in 
August 1995 until sudden sound of blaring smoke detectors prompted Leslie Westberry to grab 
her daughter and run for safety.  No one else was in the house at the time.  Though the fire, which 
started in the downstairs closet, caused extensive damage to the house, the Westberry’s most 
valuable assets, their lives, were saved. 
 
According to St. Matthews Fire Chief Bill Seng, the incident happened only one week after 
members of the St. Matthews Fire Protection District made a routine check of the smoke detectors 
in the area. 
 
“They could have lost a lot more,” said Seng.  “That shows you how important a properly 
maintained smoke detector is.”  
 
Every Sunday, paid and volunteer firefighters from the St. Matthews Fire District make door-to-
door visits in the area to inspect residents’ smoke detectors.  If a home does not have smoke 
detectors, the district will install them on the spot.  They also replace old smoke detector batteries 
and do a routine check of the house, looking for potential fire hazards, or “hot spots,” all free of 
charge.  If no one is home, firefighters leave fire prevention literature on the door and return to 
inspect smoke detectors if asked. 
 
But St. Matthews is not the only district to have such a program.  According to James R. Cutlett, 
assistant fire marshal of the Louisville Fire Department, each of the three platoons of the LFD is 
required to devote 10 hours a month to smoke detector inspection. 
 
“So far this year we have installed 4,000 smoke detectors,” said Cutlett.  “The program has been 
well accepted by the public.” 
 
Smoke detectors are easy to install and cost effective.  The average price of a smoke detector is 
about $10 at area retail stores.  Detectors with extra features can cost up to $25.  Batteries cost $1 
to $2, depending on size, and detectors for the hearing impaired are about $100.  These prices are 
small compared with the $481,000 in damages caused by home fires throughout the nation every 
hour. 



1996 
 
December 8, 1996, The Courier-Journal   November 22, 1996, The Courier-Journal 



1996 
December 12, 1996, Trustee meeting: 

 
 



1996 
December 12, 1996, The Courier-Journal 



1996 
December 18, 1996, The Courier-Journal 



1996 
December 18, 1996,  The Voice-Tribune, by Chris Wooton:  St. Matthews Fire District may get 
$75,000 kitchen:   



1996 
Believe this is the 1996 Firefighter Banquet: 

Trustee Marshall Eldred, Frank Flynn, Chief Bill Chief Bill Seng, Frank Flynn, Trustee Marshall El-

Marty Kamer, Bill Andriot Chief Bill Seng, Frank Flynn 

Trustee Jim Graven Kenny Strange, Chief Bill Seng 



1996 

NOTE:  We have no fire run information on 1996. 

Board Of Directors 
 
Hal Clifford 
David C. Dick 
Thomas O. Eifler 
Marshall Eldred, Jr., end June 
Faye Ellerkamp 
Frank A. Flynn 
James King 
Doug Mitchell, start July 1996 
 

1996 
 

Officers 
Chief William “Bill” Seng (P) 
Major Stuart Monohan (P) 
Major Kenneth “Ken” L. Strange (P) 
Captain Hal Clifford 
Captain Frank Flynn (P) 
Captain Keith McBride 
Captain Sam McCune (P) 
Captain Don Ryan (P) 
Captain John Volkerding 
Captain John Walling 
Captain Joseph R. “Joe” Wolfe (P)  
Sgt. John Albers 
Sgt. Jackie DeHart (P) 
Sgt. Daniel Doyle(P) 
Sgt. Dave Dugan (P) 
Sgt. Larry Heaphy (P) 
Sgt. Dave Kamer 
Sgt. Patrick H. “Pat” Noland 
Sgt. George Santamouris 

Firefighters 
 
Christa Barnes 
Mike Biven (P) 
Mike J. Beneke 
Steve Beneke 
Patti Bonnie 
Eric Bosler, new recruit 
Ed Brown (P) 
John Chilko   new recruit 
Charlie Davis (P) 
Tony Glass (P) 
Steve Gutermuth, new recruit 
John Hermann, new recruit 
Greg Javins 
Brian Jennemann 
Ken Kopczynski new recruit 
Paul Kurtz  
R. Hunter G. Louis, Jr. 
Stephen Marchino 
 
Marshal 

A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
Denny Engnehl 

Tom Marshall (P) 
Jeff Miller, new recruit 
Mike Miller, new recruit 
Kent Monohan (P) 
Adam Nay 
Amy Nelson (now Clark) 
Jennifer Nelson (now Rogers) 
Shelby Pogue 
Debbie Ray 
Chester Reed, start 
Robert “Bob” Ross 
Erik Sorensen (P) 
George Spears, new recruit 
Keith Stevenson, new recruit 
Justin Tamplin 
Chris Tsueda, new recruit 
Alan D. Unthank 
Ron D. Unthank 
William C. “Will” Vail, new 
recruit 
John Walker, new recruit 
Michael Wallingford, start, 
end 
Andrew  B. Ward, start 
James H. “Jim” Whitlock 
George Wiggins 
Geof Wilkinson, new recruit 



1997 
 

 



1997 
January 9, 1995, 112 Fairlawn , lady had to jump from window. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1997 
January or February, 1995, Fairlawn & Richland Road, lady had to jump from window. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1997 
January 9, 1997, Trustee meeting:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1997 
February 12, 1997:  The Voice-Tribune:   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1997 
February 13, 1997:  Trustee meeting:  Chairman Jim Graven  resigns from the Board. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1997 
February 19, 1997,  The Voice-Tribune, by Chris Wooton:  Graven resigns after eight years on St. 
Matthews fire district board.  The February 13 regular meeting of the St. Mathews Fire Protection 
District took place without the Chairman Jim Graven, who submitted his letter of resignation to 
the board and left only minutes before the meeting began. 
 
“It’s been long enough,” Graven, president and owner of C. C. Steepleton Co.  “I have nothing but 
praise for what they are doing at the fire district.  It’s in better shape now than we were eight 
years ago and there’s nowhere to go but up.  I enjoyed my time with them and wish them all the 
best.” 
 
“I was not aware he intended to resign,” said Fire Chief Bill Seng.  “He’s done a great service for 
the district over the years.  He’s dedicated to his job and he will be missed.” 
 
“I think everyone was surprised,” said board secretary Faye Ellerkamp.  “But he has a family and 
his business is growing which means a lot of commitments.” 
 
Graven was appointed trustee chairman in March 1989 by then Jefferson County Judge/Executive 
Harvey Sloan to fill the unexpired term of J. P. Terry, who died in office.  Graven had a little more 
than two years left in his fourth three-year term as chairman. 
 
Graven’s absence did not effect immediate order of business as trustee Dr. Douglas Mitchell filled 
in as chairman. 
 
According to Nancy Black, executive assistant and director of boards and commissions to County 
Judge/Executive David Armstrong, it is uncertain who or when a replacement will be named to fill 
Graven’s unexpired term. 
 
Ellerkamp and Jim King are the other board members appointed by Armstrong.  Board members 
Mitchell and David Dick are elected by the community and members Frank Flynn and Hal 
Clifford are elected by the St. Matthews firefighters. 
 
Board members each receive $25 for regular monthly meeting. 
 
In other action:  The computer 
age is catching up with the fire 
district as Seng reported the 
need for three new desktop 
computers and a server to store 
memory.  Seng said the current 
server is out of memory and the 
desktops are outdated. 
 
The board denied the request 
for the equipment, estimated at 
$9,600, because the district has 
already spent the $8,000 
allotted in this year’s budget 
for computer equipment. 
 
The board discussed the 
possibility of publishing a 
newsletter to keep area 
residents updated on 
department activities and to 
enhance recruiting efforts.  
While the board favored the 
idea, no action will be taken on 
the measure until the specifics 
(type of publication, cost to 
publish and mail, etc.) are 
obtained 
 
 
 



1997 
February 19, 1997, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1997 
February 28, 1997, Letter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1997 
March, 1997,  12 Inch Rain—Flooding, STMFD made 284 runs in 30 hours.  March 2, 1997, The 
Courier-Journal: 
 



1997 
March, 1997,  12 Inch Rain—Flooding, STMFD made 284 runs in 30 hours.  March 2, 1997, The 
Courier-Journal: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1997 
March, 1997,  12 Inch Rain—Flooding, STMFD made 284 runs in 30 hours.  March 2, 1997, The 
Courier-Journal: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1997 
March, 1997,  12 Inch Rain—Flooding, STMFD made 284 runs in 30 hours.  March 2, 1997, The 
Courier-Journal: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1997 
March, 1997,  12 Inch Rain—Flooding, STMFD made 284 runs in 30 hours.  March 2, 1997, The 
Courier-Journal: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1997 
March, 1997,  12 Inch Rain—Flooding, STMFD made 284 runs in 30 hours.  March 2, 1997, The 
Courier-Journal: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1997 
March, 1997,  12 Inch Rain—Flooding, STMFD made 284 runs in 30 hours.  March 2, 1997, The 
Courier-Journal: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1997 
March 13, 1987, Trustee meeting: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1997 
March 26, 1997:  The Voice-Tribune, by Chris Wooton:  John Walling, Larry Alvey win Kiwanis 
fire, police awards.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



1997 
April 10, 1987, Trustee meeting: 

 
 
 
 
 

 



1997 
April 11, 1997, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 16, 1997,  The Voice-Tribune, by Chris Wooton:  Repair estimates too high for fire district: 
 

 

 

 
April 9, 1997, The Courier-Journal 



1997 
May 8, 1997, Trustee meeting: 



1997 
May 14, 1997,  The Voice-Tribune, by Chris Wooton:  Fire station’s renovations come in $2,000 
under budget. 



1997 
June 5, 1997, Trustee meeting: 



1997 
June 11, 1997,  The Voice-Tribune, by Chris Wooton:  St. Matthews fire district approves $1,54m 
budget:   

 



1997 
June 19, 1997,  Letter:    July 10, 1997, Trustee meeting: 



1997 
July 10, 1997, Special Trustee meeting:  August 13, 1997, Trustee meeting: 



1997 
August 13, 1997, Trustee meeting: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 20, 1997:, The Voice-Tribune:  St. Matthews 
to spend $1,665 on fire safety:   

 



1997 
September 5, 1997, The Courier-Journal 



1997 
September 11, 1997, Trustee meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1997 
October 9, 1997, Trustee meeting: 

 
 



1997 
November 13, 1997, Trustee meeting: 



1997 
November 26, 1997,  The Voice-Tribune, by Chris Wooton: St. Matthews area volunteers honored 
at breakfast.  Fourteen civic-minded citizens were honored at the St. Matthews Community Pride Breakfast on 
November 19, at the St. Matthews Women’s Club.  The event was sponsored by the St. Matthews Area Business 
Association (SMABA). 
 

Courier-Journal columnist Bob Hill was the featured speaker and awards presenter.  Hill made a humorous 
presentation and read excerpts from his latest book, “Stone Walls & River Music,” a collection of some of his favorite 
columns. 
 

The honorees and the group they were honored by included:  Syliva Robinson, Baptist Hospital East; Betty Dant, 
Suburban Hospital; Clare Holman, SMABA; Martha Lohr, SMABA, Bill, McKinney, St. Matthews Area Ministries 
(St. MAM); Iva Hancock, ST. Matthews Business and Professional Women; John C. Walling, Kiwanis Club of St. 
Matthews; Clifford B. Amons, Kiwanis Club; Bernie Tichenor, St. Matthews Lions Club; Daniel N. Klinck, St. 
Matthews Rotary Club; and George A. Hill, Woman’s Club of St. Matthews. 
 

John C. Walling, Kiwanis Club of St. Matthews:  Kiwanis Club of St. Matthews and St. Matthews Area Business 
Association are proud to honor veteran firefighter Sgt. John C. Walling, who has been named St. Matthews Fire 
Protection District’s 1997 Firefighter of the Year.  Walling has more than 15 years of service with the district since 
first joining in 1974.  In the years prior to 1974, he spent much of his time with his father, the late Maj. Robert C. 
Walling, “responding to alarms or just being around the fire station.” 
 

“Many of my earliest and most vivid memories of my father revolve around being a firefighter,” said Walling.  “I grew 
up thinking that the Fire Service is what you do – a way of life.  I still believe that.  I have a 5-year-old son that enjoys 
being around the fire house as much as I do.  There will be a Walling associated with this fire district for many years 
to come.” 
 

Walling is attached to the district’s training division and spends a great deal of time working with the recruit program 
and continuing education of the more experienced firefighters.  He is also a Kentucky, Indiana and nationally certified 
EMT and a member of the Jefferson County Trench Rescue Team.  Since 1974, he has amassed more than 3,000 
training hours in many subject areas and averages over 60 percent response to fire alarms and emergencies in the fire 
district area. 
 
He and his wife Susan of 18 years and son Sam live in Beechwood Village.  He is the safety director for Koetter 
Construction of Floyd Knobs, Inc., where he also functions as human resources, government and public relations 
manager. 
 
 
 



1997 
November 26, 1997,  The Voice-Tribune, by Chris Wooton:  Richlawn couple keep full schedule 
with business, family.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



1997 
November 29, 1997, The Courier-Journal 



1997 
December 11, 1997, Trustee meeting: 

 
 
 



1997 
1997, Roster and Total Runs: 



1997 
Unknown dates but believed to be 1997: 



1997 
Courtesy LF&R:                                                           

David Howser on of Lyndon’s Battalion Chief’s was the model for the statue. 



1997 
1997 STMFD Fire District Operations Report 



1997 
1997 STMFD Fire District Operations Report 



1997 
1997 STMFD Fire District Operations Report 



1997 
1997 STMFD Fire District Operations Report 



1997 
1997 STMFD Fire District Operations Report 



1997 
1997 STMFD Fire District Operations Report 



1997 
1997 STMFD Fire District Operations Report 



1997 
1997 STMFD Fire District Operations Report 



1997 
1997 STMFD Fire District Operations Report 



1997 
1997 STMFD Fire District Operations Report 



1997 
1997 STMFD Fire District Operations Report 



1997 
 

Board Of Directors 
 
Hal Clifford 
David C. Dick 
Thomas O. Eifler 
Faye Ellerkamp 
Frank A. Flynn 
James King 
Doug Mitchell 
Jim Graven resigns in February 

1997 
 

Officers 
 

Chief William “Bill” Seng (P) 
Major Stuart Monohan (P) 
Major Kenneth “Ken” L. Strange (P) 
Captain Hal Clifford 
Captain Frank Flynn (P) 
Captain Keith McBride 
Captain Sam McCune (P) 
Captain Don Ryan (P) 
Captain John Volkerding 
Captain John Walling 
Captain Joseph R. “Joe” Wolfe (P)  
Sgt. John Albers 
Sgt. Jackie DeHart (P) 
Sgt. Daniel Doyle(P) 
Sgt. Dave Dugan (P) 
Sgt. Larry Heaphy (P) 
Sgt. Dave Kamer 
Sgt. Patrick H. “Pat” Noland 
Sgt. George Santamouris 
 

Firefighters 
 
Christa Barnes 
Mike J. Beneke 
Mike Biven (P) 
Patti Bonnie 
Ed Brown (P) 
John Chilko 
Charlie Davis (P) 
Tony Glass (P) 
Steve Gutermuth 
Greg Javins 
Brian Jennemann 
Paul Kurtz (P) 
R. Hunter G. Louis, Jr. 
 
 
 
 
Marshal 
A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
Denny Engnehl 
 

Tom Marshall (P) 
Christa Masden 
Jeff Miller 
Mike Miller 
Owen Miller 
Kent Monohan (P) 
Adam Nay 
Debbie Ray 
Chester Reed 
Robert “Bob” Ross 
Erik Sorensen (P) 
Chet Speed 
Justin Tamplin 
Alan D. Unthank 
Ron D. Unthank 
William C. “Will” Vail 
Andrew B. Ward, end 
James H. “Jim” Whitlock 
George Wiggins 
Mike “Fozz” Willinger (P) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1998 
January 8, 1998, New Legislation-Fire Protection District—Letter: 

 
 



1998 
January 8, 1998, Trustee meeting: 



1998 
1998:  We think, Flammable Liquid training at Middletown Training Center, done each year for 
St. Matthews Firefighters. 



1998 
January 14, 1998, Smoking Policy-Fire Protection District: 



1998 
February 6, 1998, The Courier-Journal: 



1998 
February 6, 1998, The Courier-Journal: 



1998 
February 6, 1998, The Courier-Journal: 



1998 
February 6, 1998, The Courier-Journal: 



1998 
February 12, 1998, Trustee meeting: 



1998 
February 19, 1998, Elections & Appointments of Trustees Fire Protection Districts: 



1998 
March 11, 1998:  Working fire 302 Blankenbaker Lane:  Pictures from STMFD: 
 



1998 
March 11, 1998:  Working fire 302 Blankenbaker Lane:  Pictures from STMFD: 
 



1998 
March 12, 1998, Trustee meeting: 



1998 
March 24, 1998, Letter:     April 1, 1998, Letter: 

April 2, 1998, Letter: 
 
 

 
 



1998 
April 6, 1998, Letter: 
 



1998 
April 9, 1998, Trustee meeting: 

April 10, 1998, Letter: 
 



1998 
April 20, 1998, Special Trustee meeting:    May 8, 1998, Letter: 

 

April 22, 1998, The Courier-Journal 
 



1998 
May 14, 1998, Trustee meeting: 



1998 
June 10, 1998, The Voice-Tribune: 

 



1998 
June 10, 1998, Trustee meeting: 



1998 
July, 1998, Vote Certification: 



1998 
July, 1998, Vote Certification: 



1998 
July, 1998, New Trustee Richard “Rick” Tonini: 

Richard “Rick” J. Tonini 
 

Firefighter April 8, 1972 to 1976, Trustee 1998 to Present (2010) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Born 12-29-52 in Louisville, KY 
 
Moved to St. Matthews at age of 5 
 
My father always had LFD radio through house 24/7 
 
When LFD had large fire I would go with him to the fire. He was a “hat catcher” for LFD. He 
spent a lot of evenings at Truck 3, Preston and Merritt and rode out with them when they had a 
run. 
 
I started riding my bicycle to STMFD fire house on St. Matthews Ave. when I heard the siren.  As 
soon as I turned 18 I joined STMFD (1972).  While a member I attended Western Kentucky 
University, Jefferson Community College, University of Kentucky and University of Louisville. 
After I returned home from Lexington I took advantage of the Department’s program to attend 
JCC for an associate degree in Fire Science. I was in the first graduation class with Russ and Bill 
Dieckman and the rest. During my last semester I was put on probation from the department for 
missing training. My classes (that the department was paying for) was on Tuesday night and I 
could not be in two places at one time.  Chief John Monohan did not accept that excuse but did 
pay for the classes since I got an “A” in all of them. I purchased a house on St. Germaine Ct (with 
the help of Al Ring) in 1978 and later that year married Denise Davidson.  We had two children, 
Lauren and Allison. Lauren was killed in an automobile accident while attending Auburn Vet 
School in 2003.  Allison graduated from University of Georgia in 2008. 
  
I have been employed at Tonini Church Supply Co since 1967.  I am now a co-owner with my 
brothers and sister.  Denise woks for WHAS Crusade for Children as controller.  
 
 
 



1998 
July 9, 1998, Trustee meeting:   New E-1 pumper ordered to be 2631: 



1998 
August 13, 1998, Trustee meeting: 



1998 
August 19, 1998,  The Voice-Tribune, photo & written by: Carrie Morrison.  “Betsy” is back—Fire 
department rejuvenates ’31 pumper.   



1998 
August 19, 1998,  The Voice-Tribune, photo & written by: Carrie Morrison.  “Betsy” is back—Fire 
department rejuvenates ’31 pumper.   



1998 
August 19, 1998,  The Voice-Tribune, photo & written by: Carrie Morrison.  “Betsy” is back—Fire 
department rejuvenates ’31 pumper.   



1998 
September 10, 1998, Trustee meeting: 



1998 
September 10, 1998, Trustee meeting:   September 19, 1998, Letter: 



1998 
September 26, 1998, The Courier-Journal 



1998 
October 5, 1998, Letter: 



1998 
October, 1998, Letters: 



1998 
October 8, 1998, Trustee meeting: 



1998 
October 8, 1998, Trustee meeting: 



1998 
November 9, 1998, Letter: 



1998 
November , 1998, New Trustee: 

Thomas O. Eifler, Sr. 
 

Trustee 1999 to present (2010) 
 
 

March 6, 1969, The Voice-
Jeffersonian: 



1998 
November 12, 1998, Trustee meeting: 



1998 
November 12, 1998, Trustee meeting: 



1998 
December 10, 1998, Trustee meeting: 



1998 
1998 Firefighters Shit Schedule: 



1998 
1998 St. Matthews Fire Protection District Report: 



1998 
1998 St. Matthews Fire Protection District Report: 



1998 
1998 St. Matthews Fire Protection District Report: 



1998 
1998 St. Matthews Fire Protection District Report: 



1998 
1998 St. Matthews Fire Protection District Report: 



1998 
1998 St. Matthews Fire Protection District Report: 



1998 
1998 St. Matthews Fire Protection District Report: 



1998 
1998 St. Matthews Fire Protection District Report: 



1998 
1998 St. Matthews Fire Protection District Report: 



1998 
1998 St. Matthews Fire Protection District Report: 



1998 
 

Board Of Directors 
 
Hal Clifford 
David C. Dick, end 
Thomas O. Eifler, Sr. starts 
Faye Ellerkamp, became Chairman 9/1998 
Frank A. Flynn end 6/01 
James King 
Doug Mitchell 
Richard J. “Rick” Tonini, came on in June 
1998 
 

1998 
 

Officers 
Chief William “Bill” Seng (P) 
Major Stuart Monohan (P) 
Major Kenneth “Ken” L. Strange (P) 
Captain Hal Clifford 
Captain Frank Flynn (P) 
Captain Sam McCune (P) 
Captain, Keith McBride 
Captain Don Ryan (P) 
Captain John Volkerding 
Captain John Walling 
Captain Joseph R. “Joe” Wolfe (P)  
Sgt. John Albers 
Sgt. Jackie DeHart (P) 
Sgt. Daniel Doyle(P) 
Sgt. Dave Dugan (P) 
Sgt. Larry Heaphy (P) 
Sgt. Dave Kamer 
Sgt. George Santamouris 

Firefighters 
 
Mike J. Beneke 
Christine Beyer 
Mike Biven (P) 
Matt Board 
Patti Bonnie 
Ed Brown (P) 
John Chilko 
Greg Crabb 
Niki Dallaire 
Charlie Davis (P) 
Patrick Joseph Duerr 
Tony Glass (P) 
Tiera Gonzolez 
Charles Herman 
Jaret Hill 
Sean Jackson 
Billy Jacob 
Brian Jennemann 
Paul Kurtz (P) 
Scott Lewis 
R. Hunter G. Louis, Jr. hired 
as intern June 1998 (P) 
 
Marshal 
A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
Denny Engnehl 

Christa Madsen 
Tom Marshall (P) 
Mike Mateja 
Keith McBride 
Jeff Miller 
Kent Monohan (P) 
Adam Nay 
Patrick H. “Pat” Noland 
Debbie Ray 
Chester Reed 
Robert “Bob” Ross 
Erik Sorensen (P) 
Chet Speed 
Justin Tamplin 
Alan D. Unthank 
Ron D. Unthank 
William C. “Will” Vail 
Lea-Ann Waterfill, start 
James H. “Jim” Whitlock 
George Wiggins 
Mike “Fozz” Willinger (P) 
Mike Wimberg, start 
Todd Woodward, start 
 
 
 
 



1999 
1999, Unknown date:  “Family Nite” at Station #1. 
 



1999 
January 6, 1999,  The Voice-Tribune, by Carrie Morrison:  Fire Station’s face lift completed:  Over 
the past several months, the St. Matthews fire station at 240 Sears Avenue has received a face lift, 
though not purely for aesthetic reasons. 
 
The 30-year-old building was in need of repair after moisture had been seeping through the walls 
and caused paint chips the size of pancakes to float constantly to the floor, said Maj. Stuart 
Monohan. 
 
The Thurman Co. received the contract to install bricks on the exterior of the 20,000-square-foot 
building.  About 78,000 bricks were used in the $350,000 project, which started in June and was 
finished several weeks ago. 
 
K. Norman Berry Associates architects designed the brick structure.  The firm is a partner with 
HNTB Corp. on the development of Louisville Slugger Field and has headed many local projects, 
including the Bank One complex at 4111 Shelbyville Road. 
 
New, double-insulated windows also were installed to replace the original ones, which were not 
watertight. 
 
“The old ones…if they frosted over, you could stick a penny on them, and the heat from the penny 
would make the frost melt (part of article is missing.) 
 
The department, which celebrates its 80th anniversary this year, has 43 firefighters and 13 recruits.  
Last year, they made 1,700 runs. 
 
Monohan said the decision about how to seal the building from moisture took a long time, but was 
crucial in keeping equipment in top shape.  The department has handled Louisville disasters such 
as the winter storm of 1994 and the flood of 1997. 
 
“Basically, when stuff goes to hell in a hand basket,” he said, were the ones everybody calls.” 
 
 
 

North side Station 1 North and west side Station 1 



1999 
January 6, 1999,  The Voice-Tribune, by Carrie Morrison:  Fire Station’s face lift completed:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Courtesy Al Ring, 2001: 

East side Station 1 North side Station 1 



1999 
Courtesy Al Ring, 2001: 



1999 
 
January 14, 1999, Trustee meeting: 
 

 
 
 
February 11, 1999, Letter: 



1999 
 
February 10, 1999, The Courier-Journal 



1999 
 
February 10, 1999, The Courier-Journal 



1999 
 
February 11, 1999, Letter: 



1999 
 
March 11, 1999, Trustee meeting: 



1999 
 

Courtesy, A Walk With Ray, Memories of Raymond Joseph Kempf, March 24, 1999:  The Courier-
Journal:  The Kempf’s lived at 157 St. Matthews Avenue and many of their children were 
members of STMFD or aided the department at time of emergencies.  The family house was 
destroyed by training fire. 
 



1999 
 
March 29, 1999, Letter:      March Alarm Report 



1999 
 
March 1, 1999,  The Courier-Journal, Editorial letters:  More Professional Firefighters:  Your recent article 
(“Area needs more fire volunteers”) is one that I feel Needs comment, although I do not live in Oldham 
County.  I live one mile from the Oldham line off Route 22, and our new subdivision has many of the same 
problems as the area covered by your article.  The difference in our takes on the subject will be explained 
by the fact that I am a retired professional firefighter (from the Chicago suburbs) and a dormer volunteer 
firefighter as well. 
 
I also realize that you were doing your job the best you could with the information provided by the locals.  
Herein lies the rub.  The locals should not be rustling the bushes for volunteers; they should be clamoring 
for a full-time professional fire department. 
 
The so-called young professionals cited as the most recent arrivals to the area have little, if any, clue as to 
the level of protection (or lack of it) that they have.  This is not to say that the volunteers do not do the best 
they  can, but this is not their “job.”  In most places, it is a hobby, albeit a serious one, and in many places, 
it is a social function as well. 
 
The most disturbing aspect of your article came from whoever gave you the information concerning the 
recruitment of non-firefighting personnel.  Suppose an alarm was sounded and the only response was from 
these non-firefighting persons?  It could happen at any time.  What happens then?  Duh! Cross-training is 
the single most important aspect of a volunteer service. 
 
We also have the reason many areas cannot find volunteers staring us in the face.  Most new residents to an 
area such as the one described in the article come from the city and expect service as they always known it – 
paid professional in emergency service departments. 
 
On a related note, one of the most important points of the proposed city-county merger would be the spread 
of paid professional firefighters to all areas of Jefferson County.  I have heard some of the most ridiculous 
comments on talk radio concerning this, such as hoe “nice” the suburban equipment is compared to the city 
rigs.  Well, guess what ?  Rigs do not put out fires!  Firefighters put out fires, and professional firefighters 
do it better, faster and safer than their volunteer counterparts. 
 
I have also heard callers contend that volunteers are better trained because they drill one evening every 
week.  This is absurd.  Contrary to popular belief, professional firefighters do not sit in the firehouse all 
shift waiting for runs.  Where I worked, we were required to document 36 hours of training and nine hours 
of physical fitness per month.  We worked nine 24-hour shifts per month.  That is five hours per shift of 
training and/or PT, not an evening per week. 
 
Perhaps a follow-up look at this subject would be in order, but be forewarned you will receive little help 
from volunteer chiefs in exploring ways to put them out of a “plum” position in their local social hierarchy, 
and an outside expert on the subject may not wish to step on local politicians’ toes.  Believe me, as the 
millennium dawns, the volunteer service in urban areas in a dinosaur. 
 
Robert Ciskoski, Louisville 40245.  Mr. Ciskoski is retired from the Schaumburg, Ill. Fire department – 
Editor. 
 
March 8, 1999,  The Courier-Journal, Editorial letters:  “The rich tradition.”  The March 1 letter about the 
shortcomings of Jefferson County’s level of fire protection was riddled with emotion and not necessarily 
founded in fact.  The writer’s presumption that, because the volunteer firefighter does not derive a 
paycheck from providing fire protection, his or her services are substandard is categorically wrong.  My 
experience is that the rate or source of remuneration will not dictate the quality, reliability or competency 
of any group organized to provide fire protection, whether paid or volunteer. 
 
If the March 1 letter writer could objectively evaluate the fire service, he would find that there are as many 
unsafe, incompetent firefighters lurking in fully paid organizations as there are in volunteer or combination 
(part paid/part volunteer) organizations.  To come to any other conclusion would be avoiding the truth. 
 
The quality of the fire protection afforded this entire community is a matter of the drive and determination 
of those individuals charged with the responsibility to deliver it.  Some are paid, some are not.  Those of us 
who hold ourselves to the tradition of service to our brothers and sisters in need are the future of fire 
protection.  We will seek out the knowledge and develop our skills to meet the task.  We will hand down the 
knowledge to fight fires and save lives to our sons and daughters. 
 
We will strive to set examples for the next generation to look up to.  We will keep up the rich tradition of 
selfless service to others.  Some will be paid, some will not. 
 
Capt. John C. Walling, Jefferson County Fire Service, St. Matthews Fire Protection District, Louisville, 
40207 
 
 



1999 
 
April 1, 1999, Letter: 

 
April 6, 1999, Letter: 
 
 

    
  



1999 
 
April 8, 1999, Letter: 



1999 
 
April 8, 1999, Trustee meeting: 



1999 
 
April 9, 1999, Letter:     May 11, 1999, Letter: 



1999 
 
May 11, 1999, Letters: 



1999 
 
May, 1999, Letter:        

May 13, 1999, Letter: 



1999 
May 13, 1999, Trustee meeting: 
 

 



1999 
June 10, 1999, Letter:     June 10, 1999, Trustee meeting: 



1999 
June 23, 1999, The Courier-Journal 



1999 
June 30, 1999, Independent Auditor's Report, edited: 



1999 
June 30, 1999, Independent Auditor's Report, edited: 



1999 
June 30, 1999, Independent Auditor's Report, edited: 



1999 
June 30, 1999, Independent Auditor's Report, edited: 



1999 
July 8 & 9, 1999, The Courier-Journal 



1999 
July 8, 1999,  Trustee meeting: 



1999 
July 12, 1999,  The Voice – Tribune, Wednesday, July 28, 1999. John M. Monohan Jr., former St. 
Matthews fire chief, dies at 87:   



1999 
July 13 & 14, 1999, The Courier-Journal 



1999 
July 20, 1999, Letter: 



1999 
August 4, 1999, The Courier-Journal 



1999 
August 16, 1999, Trustee meeting: 



1999 

August 25, 1999,  The Voice – Tribune, St. Matthews fire station No. 2 to get full-time staff in 
January by Carrie Morrison.  The St. Matthews Fire Department will provide a full-time staff at 
station No. 2 44 Brownsboro Road, starting January 1, 2000. 
 
The station, which serves St. Matthews-area homes north of the railroad tracks, has been staffed 
by volunteers and off-duty career firefighters since it opened in 1989.   
 
“The problem was, we were getting….two or three calls for service at a time,” said Chief Bill Seng. 
 
“The volunteer numbers are dwindling, and during the day, there are hardly any volunteers to 
respond because they’re working their regular jobs,” he said. 
 
There are about 20 career firefighters and 30 volunteers working for the department out of its 
main station at 240 Sears Avenue.  The four-bay station recently underwent renovations inside 
and outside, including new bricks, windows and the addition of a commercial kitchen. 
 
At any given time at the two bay station No. 2, there will be four paid career firefighters and 
manning a full engine company/ 
 
“This will cut or response times down drastically to area north of the Brownsboro Road area – 
Rolling Fields, Robinswood, Indian Hills and Winding Falls,” Seng said. 
 
Station No. 2 is already equipped for firefighters to be around the cock, said the chief. 
 

 



1999 

September 2, 1999, The Courier-Journal 



1999 

September 9, 1999,  Trustee 
meeting: 



1999 

September 17, 1999,  St. Matthews Voice, Courtesy of Marty Kamer 



1999 

October 8, 1999, The Courier-Journal        



1999 

October 9, 1999, Letter: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
October 28,m 1999, The Courier-Journal 



1999 

October 11, 1999:  Courtesy, http://www.kyfa.org/                 Kentucky Firefighters Association 
 
On October 11, 1999 the Kentucky Firefighters Association, Kentucky Professional Firefighters 
Association and the Kentucky Fire Commission saw the dedication of a dream for that was the day 
of dedication of the Kentucky Fallen Firefighters Memorial at Juniper Park in Frankfort 
Kentucky.  This dream began in 1991 when Richard A Games was President.  The construction 
was done by Keith Monument of Elizabethtown.  The walls contain the names of those Kentucky 
Firefighters killed in the line of duty.  What follows are pictures taken at the dedication of this 
fitting and wonderful tribute to their life.  To better read the names of the fallen click on the left or 
right panel of the picture above.  Best printing results will be obtained by setting your printer to 
landscape.   



1999 

October 11, 1999:  Courtesy, http://www.kyfa.org/                 Kentucky Firefighters Association 
 

 



1999 

November 3, 1999,  The Voice-Tribune, by Mark Shallcross, St. Matthews Fire Department, open 
house is Nov. 7:   

 

 



1999 

October 14 1999,  Trustee meeting: 



1999 

November 5, 1999,  The Courier-Journal, Neighborhoods, by Martha Elson, St. Matthews—
Firefighting family’s service to be honored:   



1999 

November 7, 1999,  Open House: 



1999 

November 7, 1999,  Open House: 



1999 

November 7, 1999,  Open House: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Doug, Kent, Jack & the plaque              _________ & Kent installing…                                 The 1970 Plaque 



1999 

November 7, 1999,  Open House: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Keith McBride, Dave Kamer, Charlie Davis, Joe Wolfe, Chief Seng     
 
 
 

 
 
           Raising the flag                         Chief William Seng                                                                      Jack Monohan 
 



1999 

November 7, 1999,  Open House: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rakestraw                       Joe Wolfe & Speaker                
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
            Rick Albers, Marty Kamer, Chief Seng  
 
 

 
 
 



1999 

November 7, 1999,  Open House: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1999 

November 7, 1999,  Open House: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
L to R:  Adam Nay, Debbie Ray, Mike Beneke, Tiera Gonzalez, Ed Brown, Tony Glass, George Wiggins, John 
Walling, Nick Clark, Frank Flynn, Paul Kurtz, John Kilroy, Hal Clifford, Mike Frantz, Eric Sorensen, Gregg Crabb, 
Chester Reed, Dan Doyle, Joe Wolfe, William Seng, Dan Ryan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                             

 Marty Kamer, Bill Seng                       Marty Kamer, Bill Seng        Denny Engnehl, Marty 
Kamer, 

                      Mike Noon 

  
 
 



1999 

November 7, 1999,  Open House: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1999 
November 7, 1999:    Speech by Russ Rakestraw  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1999 
November 7, 1999:    Speech by Russ Rakestraw  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1999 
November 10, 1999, Letter:     

 
 
 
 
 

Actually 



1999 
November 17, 1999, The Voice-Tribune:   
 



1999 
December 4, 1999, Letter: 
 



1999 
December 9, 1999, Trustee meeting: 

 



1999 
1999:  Power Point Presentation for Staffing of Station Two: 
 

 



1999 
1999:  Power Point Presentation for Staffing of Station Two: 
 
 



1999 
1999:  Power Point Presentation for Staffing of Station Two: 
 

 



1999 
1999:  Power Point Presentation for Staffing of Station Two: 
 
 



1999 
We think these are 1999 photos:   Comanche Trail fire 
 

 



1999 
We think these are 1999 photos: Auto accident, house struck at intersection Browns & 
Winchester 
 
 

 



1999 
We think these are 1999 photos: Auto accident, house struck at intersection Browns & 
Winchester 
 
 

 



1999 
We think these are 1999 photos:  Unknown  



1999 
We think these are 1999 photos:  1999 Firefighter Banquet 
 

Keith & Sandy McBride 

Mrs. & Frank Flynn 

Frank Flynn Mrs. & Charlie Davis 



1999 
We think these are 1999 photos:  1999 Firefighter Banquet 
 

Mike Noland & Mike Beneke 

Dave and Mary Dugan 

Leah & Sam McCune 

Mary & Ed Brown 

Chief Bill Seng & Joe Wolfe Hal Clifford 



1999 
We think these are 1999 photos:  1999 Firefighter Banquet 
 

Lisa and Jim Whitlock 

Jackie DeHart 

Charlie Davis 



1999 
We think these are 1999 photos:  1999 Firefighter Banquet 
 

Lisa and Jim Whitlock 

Jackie DeHart 

Charlie Davis 



1999 
 

Board Of Directors 
 
Hal Clifford, end June  
Thomas O. Eifler 
Faye Ellerkamp 
Frank A. Flynn 
James King 
Doug Mitchell 
Richard J. “Rick” Tonini 
John K. Volkerding, start 

1999 
 

Officers 
Chief William “Bill” Seng (P) 
Major Stuart Monohan (P) 
Major Kenneth “Ken” L. Strange (P) 
Captain Hal Clifford 
Captain Frank Flynn (P) 
Captain Sam McCune (P) 
Captain Don Ryan (P) 
Captain Keith McBride, retires January 
Captain G. Santamouris 
Captain John Volkerding 
Captain John Walling 
Captain Joseph R. “Joe” Wolfe (P)  
Sgt. Jackie DeHart (P) 
Sgt. Daniel Doyle (P) 
Sgt. Dave Dugan (P) 
Sgt. Larry Heaphy (P) 
Sgt. Dave Kamer 

Firefighters 
 
Randy Addison 
A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
Mike J. Beneke 
Christine Beyer 
Mike Biven (P) 
Matt Board 
Ed Brown (P) 
John Chilko 
Nick Clark 
Steven Cole 
Greg Crabb 
Niki Dallaire 
Charlie Davis (P) 
Marshall Denny Engnehl 
Mike Frantz 
Tony Glass (P) 
Tiera Gonzolez 
Charles Herman 
Jaret Hill 
Mike Hillliard, start (P) 
Sean Jackson 
Billy Jacob 
Brian Jennemann 
John Kilroy 
Paul Kurtz (P) 
Scott Lewis 
R. Hunter G. Louis, Jr. 

Tom Marshall (P) 
Christa Masden 
Mike Mateja 
Jeff Miller 
Kent Monohan (P) 
Adam Nay 
Patrick H. “Pat” Noland 
Anessa Parson 
Debbie Ray 
Chester Reed 
Robert “Bob” Ross 
Erik Sorensen (P) 
Chet Speed 
Richardson Stimphill 
Charles Thomas 
Alan D. Unthank 
Ron D. Unthank 
William C. “Will” Vail 
Lea-Ann Waterfill, end 
James H. “Jim” Whitlock 
George Wiggins 
Mike “Fozz” Willinger (P) 
Mike Wimberg 
Todd Woodward 
 
 
 
 
 


